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"Together we see a world
where people unite and take
action to create lasting
change - across the globe, in
our communities and in
ourselves!"
 
The Rotary Club of Calgary
comprises professional and
community leaders brought
together in fellowship to make a
better future.

 
Birthdays
 
Cristina Castro             October 29
Manon Mitchell             November 1         
Gerard D'mello             November 2            
Robert Lampard           October 27
                

What Did You Miss at Rotary October 21, 2025?
 
Doug McMillan

 
Bill Hamilton chaired the club meeting with 55-60 members and guests present.
 
After O Canada, Franco Savoia gave the Invocation emphasizing that Rotarians should work
together with open hearts and minds guided by the Four Way Test.
The Front of the House volunteers were thanked (Diana Aspe-Ayer, Anne Logan, Bob Taylor
and Rosemary Crawford). Happy Bucks did not attract a lot of input (I had left my wallet at
home and my brother, Allan, had to bail me out on parking fees).
 
Bill provided information related to nominations for election of Club Directors for the next
Rotary year as below:
 
Announcement – As per by-laws the period for nominations for election of Directors for
the next ensuing Rotary year is open, the number of Directors to be elected, and that:

a. The nominating committee for Directors will be meeting for the purpose of
nominating a slate of candidates for Directors to fill the number of vacancies
anticipated on the Board, and requesting any eligible members of the Club who



would like to be considered for nomination to advise any member of the
nominating committee for Directors of their interest.

b. The nominating committee for Directors will advise the Club of their nominees for
election to the Board at the last regular meeting of the Club during October of that
year.

c. Nominations for election of Directors from members of the Club may be made to
the  Secretary of the Club at any time prior to the close of nominations. 
Nominations shall close at 12:00 noon on the day of the second regular meeting of
the Club in November of that year.
 

Joe Fras introduced Heidi and Kimball Lacey as new members (see article following).
 

 
Madeleine King and Barb Young presented a plaque from the Rotary Club of Quetzaltemangu,
Guatemala to Fire Chief Steve Duckworth in recognition of donation of “Ferdinand the Fire
Truck”.
 



            

Presentation with Guatemala club's photo of the fire truck arriving in their country              Photo taken during COVID when fire
truck was donated to our club
 
 



The October 2025 edition of the Rotary Employment Partnership E-Blast was on all tables
reminding us that October is Disability Employment Awareness Month. Benjamin’s role as a
part time porter with the Calgary Stampede is highlighted – connection having been made
through our club. Members were reminded that our role is to think of any business or
organization we know that might provide employment to one of these deserving clients.
 
A QR card was also present on each table to get tickets for “Rotary Remembers” Nov 11, 2025
at the Carriage House. It is an outstanding annual tradition, and members are encouraged to
attend. Reservations close Oct 30, 2025.
 
Opportunity to participate in the Rotaract Mentorship Program close the end of the week.
Interested members were asked to contact President Bill.
 
Guest Speaker, Sharmin Suraini, with Calgary Economic Development spoke on “Building
Calgary’s Adaptive Workforce”.
 

 
Sharmin Suraini, with Calgary Economic Development presenting
 
The interactive session focused on 4 areas.  This includes a diverse group of talented people
in business and innovation related to: agriculture, aerospace & defense, life sciences, energy,
transportation, digital media & entertainment and entrepreneur technology.
 
An additional 180,000 new jobs in Calgary are projected by 2034. 
 
The goal is to ensure that Calgary has a robust skilled workforce as "talent attracts
investment". Learning from the unsuccessful attempt to attract Amazon headquarters will
facilitate future growth in Calgary which has the highest proportion of working age population
among Canadian cities.
 
The future is bright presently with a 14% increased growth in the technology area per year.
Partners such as Bow Valley College are important contributors to this development. Scaling
up activities requires involvement of Calgary Economic Development with many Calgary
agencies and programs. Stay tuned for an announcement in November related to
opportunities for youth aged 15-24.
The following question and answer session was discussion including connecting across
borders, linking business and academic institutions with future job opportunities, attracting
investment and the potential impact of artificial intelligence.
 
Sharmin Suraini was thanked by Roy Boettger.
 



Rob Brookwell had the winning ticket for the 50/50 draw but, alas, could not find the correct
marble. Chocolates may not be a suitable alternative to a big win - with the odds better next
week.
 
President Bill reminded all of the importance of being at the Club assembly Tuesday October
28, 2025 where topics will include presentations from the Foundations Committee and
Membership Committee.
 
PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING – October 28.
 

Our Newest Members
 
Diane Macdonald
 
Kimball and Heidi Lacey were introduced by Joe Fras at the lunch meeting on October
21st.  They are our newest members under a Joint Application.
 
Kimball Lacey has lived in Alberta his entire life, growing up in a small southern Alberta town
with deep agricultural roots. He moved to Calgary in 1998 to attend the University of Calgary
and, after graduating, founded a business specializing in custom home construction,
renovations, and real estate development. For more than 25 years, Kimball has enjoyed
working alongside Calgarians, building meaningful relationships with residents and business
owners alike. From a young age, he’s been passionate about supporting his community and
finds the greatest satisfaction in building, fixing, and creating, whether it’s homes, community
centres, or beautiful outdoor spaces. He’s never outgrown his childhood love of crafting the
best “tree fort” imaginable.
 
Heidi Lacey is also a lifelong Albertan raised on a cattle ranch near the Montana border. Eager
to experience big-city life, she moved to Calgary in 1996 to pursue her education and has
called it home ever since. Professionally, Heidi spent over a decade as a technical writer;
developing textbooks, software manuals, and curriculum for SAIT before transitioning into
marketing and advertising. For the past ten years, she has worked with a range of brands,
helping businesses tell their stories and connect with their audiences and build their own
communities.
 
Together, Kimball and Heidi have raised four children, now adults, and feel privileged to have
benefited from the many outstanding programs and facilities Calgary has to offer. They believe
strongly in giving back to the community that has given them so much and they’re especially
drawn to Rotary’s commitment to both local and global service. Joining Rotary feels like the
perfect fit- a meaningful way to contribute, connect, and make a lasting impact at home and
abroad.
 
Welcome to the Club, Heidi and Kimball.
 



 
Heidi and Kimball being introduced by Past President Joe Fras, and welcomed by President Bill Hamilton

 
 

Club Meeting Dates - updated
 
The Board has confirmed that our in person meetings will occur on alternate Tuesdays, so
enter the following dates in your 2025 calendar:
 
 
Club Assembly Oct 28
 
Nov. 4 and 18 ( a photographer needed for Nov 18 please; contact Madeleine 403-400-4404)
 
Dec. 2 and 16
 

Proudly Presenting Our Corporate Members

Upcoming Events



October 28-Club Luncheon: Impact Hour: Club Assembly
133 9 Avenue Southwest
Oct. 28, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (UTC-06:00)
 
November 4- Club Luncheon: Canadian Federalism, Alberta Alienation and U.S. Trade Relations
133 9 Avenue Southwest
Nov. 04, 2025 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Standard Time (UTC-07:00)
 
Frank n' Stein ( 1st Thursday)
CHECK YOUR EMAIL
Nov. 06, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 
November 18-Club Luncheon (Palliser) - Guest Speaker Greg van Tighem
133 9 Avenue Southwest
Nov. 18, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Standard Time (UTC-07:00)
 
Frank n' Stein (3rd Thursday )
CHECK YOUR EMAIL
Nov. 20, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 
December 2 - Club Luncheon (Palliser) - Dr. Janis Goldie
133 9 Avenue Southwest
Dec. 02, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Standard Time (UTC-07:00)
 
Frank n' Stein ( 1st Thursday)
CHECK YOUR EMAIL
Dec. 04, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 
Rotary Club of Calgary Downtown Christmas Dinner
Dec. 09, 2025 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Mountain Standard Time (UTC-07:00)
 
Save the Date: Christmas Dinner
Dec. 09, 2025 6:00 p.m.
 
December 16 - Club Luncheon - Guest Speaker Dr. Terry Clark
133 9 Avenue Southwest
Dec. 16, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Standard Time (UTC-07:00)
 
View entire list

COG Staff - July 1, 2024
 
Editor
Set-up

Madeleine King: mkingrotary@gmail.com
Diane Macdonald

Publisher Doug McMillan
Contributors Club Members  ... yes that's you!
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https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/Events/october-28-2025-(palliser)-club-assembly
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/Events/nov-4-2025-(palliser)-jason-kenny
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/CalendarItem/Details?CalendarItemId=7b511e5d-6cd1-481c-8ad6-8b626b2c0174&Start=2025-11-06&End=2025-11-06
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/Events/rotary-nov-18-2025-palliser-guest-speaker-greg-van-tighem
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/CalendarItem/Details?CalendarItemId=660dd81f-3e75-47c5-8dcf-5775448a496c&Start=2025-11-20&End=2025-11-20
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/Events/rotary-dec-2-luncheon-(palliser)-dr.-terry-clark
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/CalendarItem/Details?CalendarItemId=7b511e5d-6cd1-481c-8ad6-8b626b2c0174&Start=2025-12-04&End=2025-12-04
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/Events/rotary-club-of-calgary-downtown-christmas-dinner
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/CalendarItem/Details?CalendarItemId=3c08dcc9-2151-4934-aadc-fdfd701c9d24&Start=2025-12-09&End=
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/Events/rotary-dec-16-luncheon-(palliser)-guest-speaker-dr.-terry-clark
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/942/Events

