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JUNO Beach D-Day





AIM



Are the military activities undertaken by the CAF to support NATO assurance 

and deterrence measures aimed to promote working alongside Allies in 

Central and Eastern Europe

Operation REASSURANCE



Background



Timeline
• 2014

• March – Russian Military intervention 

• NATO implements series of military measures

• CAF deploys Platoon Land Task Force to Poland

• 2015

• CAF deploys Company Group Land Task Force 

to Poland



Timeline
• 2016

• I deploy in August with 1st Battalion Princess 

Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry

• 2017

• Transition to Latvia



Land Task Force Maritime Task Force      

Composition

A Canadian frigate in the 

Mediterranean Sea

Canadian Company Group 

(220 personnel) in continental 

Europe





Broad Challenges 
• Language

• English and French are the official languages of NATO but there 

are 40 different recognized languages among NATO countries

• Cultural
• Food

• Operational
• 6-month rotations

• Security
• Espionage / Cyber threats



• Morale among NATO soldiers is high

• Close camaraderie in the field

• Learning lessons from each other

• No anxiety regarding Russia

• Aggression talk is at political level

• Public goes about its business as usual

Observations
(at the tactical level)



• Training is excellent

• Cannot be duplicated in North America

• Large-scale exercises (multiple nations)

• Thousands of troops

• Soldier psyche 

• Turning “On and Off” 

• Sense of meaning

Observations
(at the tactical level)



Latvia



A Return?
Canadian Forces Europe in West Germany from 1957-1993

4 Canadian 

Mechanized 

Brigade Group

No. 1 Air Division





Additional Assets
Maritime Task Force

• One Royal Canadian Navy 

Frigate

Air Task Force

• Six CF-18s policing in Iceland 

and Romania



Near future
• No major change as we will still:

• Carry on conducting large-scale military 

exercises

• Work with Allies to hone our collective skills

• The current mandate of Operation 

REASSURANCE expires on March 31, 2019



Q&A


